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Come along on a journey to explore the North America!
Your journey will take you across the United States of America. Along the way,
you will climb high atop mountains, descend deep into canyons, cross flat plains,
and navigate bodies of water, both large and small. You will also learn about our
northern neighbor, Canada. Then you will head south through Mexico, Central
America and the Caribbean. Happy trails!
Directions:
1. Throughout this packet, you will find maps and questions. All the information you need
to answer the questions is found on the maps in this packet. You do not need to look at
maps or books outside of this packet to find the answers. You will need a pencil and
colored pencils or crayons to complete this packet. You may work with a friend, sibling,
parent, or guardian.
2. Remember that on the maps, capital cities are marked with stars. Vocabulary words in
italics can be found at the end of the packet, in the Words to Know section.
3. All important dates are included in the packet letter. Put your completed packet in the
GeoBowl Box in the Front Lobby. The packet will be returned to you with any
corrections marked as needed. You will also receive a certificate recognizing your
interest and effort.
4. All students who complete the packet and show an effort to study for the GeoBowl quiz
are eligible to participate on a GeoBowl team (see packet letter for more details.)
Teams may be made up of students from different classes.
5. The grade-level GeoBowl teams will compete against each other in bowls at assemblies
April 26th.
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The United States of America

The United States of America (USA) is located on the continent of North America, bordered by
Canada to the north and Mexico to the south. The USA is made up of fifty (50) states. Two (2)
of the states are not connected by land to the other 48 states. Alaska lies on the northwestern
border of Canada, and Hawaii is a group of small islands in the Pacific Ocean.
The total population of the United States is approximately 308,747,538 people (taken from
the 2010 U.S. Census Bureau Count). Every 10 years, a count of everyone living in the United
States takes place. This count is called a census, and the next one will happen in 2020.
The original colonies were in the east of the USA. As the country grew, settlers moved from
east to west across the continent. This packet also starts in the east and moves west.
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State Capitals and Postal Abbreviations

Give each numbered state its name and state capital. The postal abbreviation is already
provided to give you a clue. Postal abbreviations are a two letter code for a state that the post
office uses to deliver mail. The postal abbreviation for Maryland is MD. See the maps of the
states grouped by region later in the packet for help.
State Name

State Capital

Postal
Abbreviation

1.

DE

2.

PA

3.

NJ

4.

GA
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State Name

State Capital

Postal
Abbreviation

5.

CT

6.

MA

7.

MD

8.

SC

9.

NH

10.

VA

11.

NY

12.

NC

13.

RI

14.

VT

15.

KY

16.

TN

17.

OH

18.

LA

19.

IN

20.

MS

21.

IL

22.

AL

23.

ME

24.

MO

25.

AR

26.

MI

27.

FL

28.

TX
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State Name

State Capital

Postal
Abbreviation

29.

IA

30.

WI

31.

CA

32.

MN

33.

OR

34.

KS

35.

WV

36.

NV

37.

NE

38.

CO

39.

ND

40.

SD

41.

MT

42.

WA

43.

ID

44.

WY

45.

UT

46.

OK

47.

NM

48.

AZ

49.

AK

50.

HI
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New England States: Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, Rhode Island, & Vermont

1. Connecticut is the third smallest state in size in the USA. About how wide is this state?
(Hint: use the key on the bottom of the map.)
50 miles, 100 miles, 200 miles, or 300 miles?
__________________________________________________________________
2. Rhode Island is the smallest state in size in the United States. Using the key at the bottom
of the map, estimate how many miles long Rhode Island is from north to south.
__________________________________________________________________
3. Which ocean borders Massachusetts?
__________________________________________________________________
8

4. Color in red the cape (a point of land jutting into the sea) in southeastern Massachusetts.
This cape is called Cape Cod. A much smaller point of land, Cape Ann, is in the northeast. Parts
of Cape Ann were actually settled before Boston.
5. Vermont is known for dairy farming, maple sugar, and ice cream. Which country borders
Vermont on the north?
__________________________________________________________________
6. New Hampshire has the shortest coastline of all the New England states, except for
landlocked Vermont. Is New Hampshire north, east, south or west of Vermont?
__________________________________________________________________
7. Which ocean forms Maine’s southern border?
__________________________________________________________________
8. Maine is the largest state in New England and was once part of Massachusetts. What is the
capital city of Maine?
__________________________________________________________________

Fun Facts:
✏ Connecticut, Massachusetts, New Hampshire and Rhode Island were part of the
original thirteen colonies that became the United States when independence from England
was declared in 1776.
✏ Vermont was the 14th state to join the United States. It was the first state to outlaw slavery.
Colonial Flag
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Mid-Atlantic States: New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey,
Maryland, Delaware, and the District of Columbia

Every state in the Mid-Atlantic Region was one of the 13 original colonies of the United States.
That includes New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Maryland, and Delaware.
1. What mountain range runs from New York south through Maryland? Color it green.
__________________________________________________________________
2. Before becoming the nation’s capital, the land that is now the District of Columbia was
part of Maryland. Washington, D.C. became the nation’s capital on June 11, 1800. (Previously,
the country had been governed from Philadelphia, PA.) What state borders Washington, D.C.
on the north, east, and southeast?
__________________________________________________________________
3. What state borders Delaware on the west and south?
__________________________________________________________________
11

4. Maryland is divided into two parts by a large body of water. This body of water produces
more seafood – oysters, crabs, clams, fin fish – than any comparable body of water in the
world. What is this body of water called?
__________________________________________________________________
5. The beaches of Rehoboth, Bethany, and Dewey are on the coast of Delaware, along the
_____________________________________________ Ocean.
6. Which of the Great Lakes borders Pennsylvania on the northwest?
__________________________________________________________________
7. Which bay lies between New Jersey and the state to the south?
_________________________________________________
8. What is the name of the state to the south of New Jersey?
___________________________________
9. Which two Great Lakes border New York? Color them blue.
_______________________________________________

_____________________________________________

Fun Facts:
✏ New York, New York is the largest city in the United States, with over 8 million people!
✏ The Statue of Liberty was a gift from the government of France. It stands on Liberty Island
in New York Harbor and has welcomed immigrants and refugees from around the world.
✏ Delaware is known as the First State, because it was the first to ratify (approve) the
Constitution.
✏ Washington, D.C. is not a state.
✏ Both the Declaration of Independence and the United States Constitution were written and
signed in Pennsylvania.
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South Atlantic States: West Virginia, Virginia, North Carolina,
South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida

Delaware and Maryland are shown on this map, but are covered in the Mid-Atlantic Region of
this packet.
1. West Virginia has a panhandle (a narrow part of a state that looks like it could be grasped
by a hand). In which direction does it point?
__________________________________________________________________
2. This state was officially declared a state by Abraham Lincoln on June 20, 1863. This state is
the only state in this region that does NOT border the Atlantic Ocean. Which state is it?
__________________________________________________________________
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3. What is the name of the bay that joins the Atlantic Ocean on Virginia’s eastern border?
__________________________________________________________________
4. Civil rights activist Martin Luther King, Jr. was born in the capital of Georgia.
What is the name of this city?
__________________________________________________________________
5. Florida, the only state that was originally a colony of Spain, is a peninsula (land almost
entirely surrounded by water). Which ocean borders Florida on the east?
__________________________________________________________________
6. Which large body of water borders Florida on the west?
__________________________________________________________________
7. Virginia was the home of George Washington and Thomas Jefferson. The capital of the
Confederacy during the Civil War is also Virginia’s current state capital. What is it?
__________________________________________________________________
8. The first battle of the Civil War took place at Fort Sumter, South Carolina in 1860. What is
the name of the state that borders South Carolina to the north?
__________________________________________________________________

Fun Facts:
✏ In 1903, Orville and Wilbur Wright conducted the first successful airplane flight on an
island off the northeast coast of North Carolina, in a town called Kitty Hawk.
✏ Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia were part of the original 13
colonies that became the United States when independence from England was declared.
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East South Central States: Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama,
Mississippi

1. Kentucky prides itself in producing some of the nation’s best horses. The state takes its
nickname from the bluegrass the horses sometimes eat. Frankfort is the capital of Kentucky.
To the east of Frankfort is a city known as the center of the state’s Bluegrass area. What is the
name of this city?
__________________________________________________________________
2. What is the river that forms Kentucky’s northern border. Trace it in blue.
__________________________________________________________________
3. What body of water borders Alabama to the south?
__________________________________________________________________
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4. There are three large cities in Tennessee, located in the western, middle, and eastern
parts of the state. Name them.
_______________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_______________________________________________
5. The Mississippi River is the one of the longest rivers in the U. S. Which three states in this
region have the Mississippi River as their western border?
_______________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_______________________________________________
6. Which state in this region does NOT border the Mississippi River?
__________________________________________________________________
7. Which state borders Mississippi to the north?
__________________________________________________________________

Fun Facts:
✏ Root beer was invented in Biloxi, Mississippi in 1898 by Edward Adolf Barq, Sr.
✏ Kentucky’s Mammoth Cave is the longest recorded cave system in the world. It is 348
miles of explored and mapped caves. If you put the second and third longest caves in the
world together, Mammoth Cave is still 100 miles longer.
✏ Tennessee is famous for music: Memphis for Blues, Soul, and Rock & Roll, and Nashville
for Country music.
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West South Central States: Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas,
Louisiana

1. Texas is the 2nd largest state in size and the only state that was also an independent
republic. From 1836 until 1845, it was an independent country, the Republic of Texas. What is
the large body of water that borders Texas to the east?
__________________________________________________________________
2. Which country borders Texas on the southwest?
__________________________________________________________________
3. What is the name of the river forming the border between these countries?
__________________________________________________________________
4. The squiggly border between Texas and Oklahoma is formed by the Red River. Trace that
border in the color from which the river takes its name.
5. Oklahoma is made up of a large rectangle and a long panhandle (a narrow part of a state
that looks like it could be grasped by a hand) on the northwest. What state is to the south of
Oklahoma’s panhandle?
__________________________________________________________________
6. What river forms the eastern border of Arkansas? Trace it in blue.
__________________________________________________________________
20

7. Bill Clinton was governor of Arkansas and lived in its capital and largest city when he was
elected president in 1992. What is the capital and largest city in Arkansas?
__________________________________________________________________
8. Louisiana’s largest city was almost destroyed by Hurricane Katrina in 2005. This city is
southeast of the capital, Baton Rouge. What is the name of this city? Circle it green.
__________________________________________________________________
9. The nation’s largest river runs through Louisiana to the Gulf of Mexico. Name the river.
__________________________________________________________________

Fun Facts:
✏ Texas has a greater number of tornadoes than any other state, but Oklahoma’s tornadoes
are more dangerous.
✏ Louisiana is one of the most multicultural states; its longtime inhabitants are of American
Indian, French, Spanish, English, and African ancestry.
✏ Louisiana is the only state with a large population of Cajuns – descendants of the Acadians
who were driven out of Canada in the 1700s, because they wouldn’t pledge allegiance to the
King of England.
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Midwestern and Great Plains States: North Dakota, South Dakota,
Minnesota, Wisconsin, Michigan, Nebraska, Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Illinois,
Indiana, & Ohio

1. The Great Plains are treeless grasslands that get little rain. The states of the Great Plains
lie in a column between North Dakota and Kansas. Name the four Great Plains states you
would drive through, if you drove from Bismarck south all the way to Topeka.
_______________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_____________________________________________

2. Two of the longest rivers in the United States lie in this region. They are the
___________________________________ and ____________________________________ Rivers. Trace them in blue.
3. The Great Lakes are five large bodies of water on the border of the U.S. and Canada. Which
of the Great Lakes forms part of the northeastern border of Minnesota?
__________________________________________________________________
4. Which river forms most of Iowa’s western border? ________________________________________
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5. Minnesota has more than 12,000 lakes. One of these lakes is the source of one of the
longest rivers in the United States. You can see on the map that this river begins in
Minnesota. What is this river’s name? Trace the river in blue.
__________________________________________________________________
6. Iowa is bound on two sides by rivers. What are the names of these rivers?
_______________________________________________

_____________________________________________

7. The Missouri River begins in Montana and then flows through or between six other states
by the time it joins the Mississippi River north of St. Louis, Missouri.
Name these states. Trace the river in red.
_______________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_____________________________________________

8. Michigan is a state with two separate peninsulas (land almost entirely surrounded by
water). It is surrounded by the Great Lakes. Which of the Great Lakes separates the Upper and
Lower Peninsulas of Michigan? Color this lake in blue.
__________________________________________________________________
9. This state is home to huge carvings of the heads of Presidents Washington, Jefferson,
Lincoln, and Teddy Roosevelt. The carvings are commonly referred to as Mount Rushmore.
The capital of this state is Pierre. Name this state.
__________________________________________________________________
10. Which of the Great Lakes borders Wisconsin on the north?
__________________________________________________________________
11. The city of Green Bay, Wisconsin, which lies on the northern edge of the state, is the
smallest city to have an NFL football team. Which Great Lake borders the eastern side of
Wisconsin?
__________________________________________________________________
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12. The capital of Illinois was Abraham Lincoln’s home at the time of his election as the 16th
president of the United States. He was buried in this city when he died. What is this capital
city?
__________________________________________________________________
13. Indiana’s capital and largest city has become famous for a 500 mile car race that is held
there every year over Memorial Day weekend. What is the name of this city?
__________________________________________________________________
14. Ohio is sometimes referred to as the “Heart of it All,” because it is shaped like a heart and
is in the middle of the country. Which Great Lake is to the north of Ohio? Color this lake blue.
__________________________________________________________________

Fun Facts:
✏ Kool-Aid, a brand of flavored drink mix, was invented in Nebraska in 1927.
✏ One of the oldest mountains in the United States, called the Ozarks, are located in
southwestern Missouri. These mountains have been worn down by erosion to form a plateau
(a high, flat area).

Mount Rushmore
25

26

27

28

Mountain States: Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, Nevada, Utah,
Colorado, Arizona, & New Mexico
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This region of the United States is named after the Rocky Mountain range that runs through it.
1. The Rocky Mountains run through six states on the eastern side of this region. Color the
states that the Rocky Mountains run through purple. Name the six states.
_______________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_____________________________________________

Circle in red the names of the four Rocky Mountain states on the eastern side of region.
2. At the southwestern corner of Colorado, four states intersect. Each state’s border is at a
right angle. This area of the United States is called Four Corners. Name the four states that
intersect in the Four Corners area?
_______________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_____________________________________________
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3. Which country borders Montana and Idaho to the north?
__________________________________________________________________
4. Utah’s capital was the site of the 2002 Winter Olympics. Name the city.
__________________________________________________________________
5. The capital city of Nevada is located on the western side of the state, close to the California
border. What is Nevada’s capital?
__________________________________________________________________
6. The largest city in Colorado – the state capital – is known as the Mile High City, because
one of its points is exactly 1 mile above sea level (the level of the surface of the ocean). Name
this city.
__________________________________________________________________
7. What country borders Arizona and New Mexico to the south?
__________________________________________________________________
8. This state is home to the world’s largest canyon or gorge (a deep valley with steep walls).
This canyon, called the Grand Canyon, is 29 miles long, up to 18 miles wide, and 1 mile deep.
To reach the southern rim of the Grand Canyon, you would travel about 230 miles north of
Phoenix, this state’s capital. Name this state.
__________________________________________________________________
9. The capital of New Mexico is the highest U.S. state capital. It sits at nearly 7,000 feet above
sea level (the level of the surface of the ocean). What is this city’s name? Circle it in red or
green.
__________________________________________________________________

Fun Facts:
✏ “Red or Green?” is the official state question of New Mexico. If someone asks you this, they
want to know if you like to eat red or green peppers.
✏ Wyoming Territory granted women the right to vote in 1869, the first state or territory to
do so.
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Pacific States: Alaska, Hawaii, Washington, Oregon, California

1. The largest state by size in the United States is connected to the North American continent,
but does not border any other state. What is the name of this state?
__________________________________________________________________
2. In 1867, Secretary of State William Seward bought Alaska from Russia for $7,200,000. At
that time, the deal was known as “Seward’s Folly”, but it turned out to be one of the best real
estate deals in history. What country borders Alaska to the east?
__________________________________________________________________
3. The Iditarod, an annual 1,000 mile sled dog race, starts in this Alaskan city located to the
northwest of Juneau. What is the name of this city?
__________________________________________________________________
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4. Hawaii was its own country, with its own kings and queens, for many years. In 1893, its
queen surrendered Hawaii to the United States. In 1959, it officially became the 50th state. In
which ocean is Hawaii located?
__________________________________________________________________
5. The state of Hawaii is made up of eight (8) main islands. The Olympic swimmer Duke
Kahanamoku popularized the sport of surfing nationwide and lived in the largest city in
Hawaii, which is also Hawaii’s capital. Name this city.
________________________________________________________________
6. The largest city in the state of Washington is named for a famous chief of the Suquamish
people. It is located on a large bay and is NOT the state capital. What is the city? Circle it in
orange.
__________________________________________________________________
7. The Columbia River divides Washington from the state to its south. What is the name of
this state?
__________________________________________________________________
8. Which ocean borders Oregon on the west?
__________________________________________________________________
9. Which country borders California to the south?
__________________________________________________________________
10. Hollywood, famous as the center of the world’s movie production, is in California’s
largest city. Located in southern California, the name of this city means City of Angels in
Spanish. What is the name of this city?
__________________________________________________________________

Fun Facts:
✏ More people live in California than in any other state in the U.S.A.
✏ Oregon’s state flag features a beaver on one side. It is the only state flag to have a twosided design.
✏ Washington is the only state named after a U.S. president.
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Major Bodies of Water
The Great Lakes

1. To help remember the names of the Great Lakes, remember that the first letters of their
names spell HOMES. List the Great Lakes below. Color them blue.

H _______________________________________
O _______________________________________
M _______________________________________
E _______________________________________
S _______________________________________
2. Which is the northernmost (farthest north) Great Lake?
__________________________________________________________________
3. One state touches four Great Lakes. Name that state.

__________________________________

4. Name the four Great Lakes that this state borders.
_______________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_____________________________________________
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The Mississippi River

1. Trace the Mississippi River in blue. The source (or beginning) or the Mississippi River is in
Minnesota. The mouth (where the river opens to a large body of water) is in Louisiana. Name
the three states besides Minnesota and Louisiana that have eastern borders formed by the
Mississippi River.
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
2. The mouth of the Mississippi River opens into a large body of water. What is the name of
that body of water?
__________________________________________________________________
37

3. If you took a boat up the Mississippi River starting at the mouth of the river, which six
states would you see off to the right side of your boat before you got to Minnesota?
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
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Mountain Ranges

1. The Appalachian Mountains run from Georgia in the south to this state in the north. What
is the northernmost (furthest north) state of the Appalachian Mountain range? Look at the
New England states regional map earlier in this packet for help.
__________________________________________________________________
2. In which state are the Sierra Nevada Mountains located? This state also has the longest
Pacific Ocean coastline.
__________________________________________________________________
3. The Rocky Mountains form one continental divide (a line of higher land that divides two
watersheds, so the water falling on one side flows into one ocean, and water falling on the
other side flows to another ocean) in the United States. So, water falling on the east side of the
Rocky Mountains would eventually flow into the _________________________________________ Ocean.
Water falling on the west side of the Rockies would flow into the
_______________________________________ Ocean.
39
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Canada
The answers to the questions on this page can
be found on the Canada Reference Map.
1.

Canada’s northernmost point is only 400 miles from the North Pole. What ocean lies north
of Canada? _________________________________

2.

What is the name of the enormous Canadian bay that almost divides Canada in two?
________________________________________________________

3.

Name the country that borders Canada to the south. ______________________

4.

What is the name of the large river that flows north into the Beaufort Sea?
_______________________________________________ Highlight it on the map.

5.

Canada is part of which continent? ______________________________

6.

Canada has provinces, instead of states. Which province borders the Great Lakes?
________________________

7.

Four of the Great Lakes border Canada. Which is the one lake that does not?
_____________________________________________________

8.

The capital of Canada is located in the province of Ontario, near the border of Quebec.
What is the capital of Canada? ________________________ Highlight it on the map.

9.

What major waterfall is on Canada’s border with the United States, between Lake Ontario
and Lake Erie? ______________________________________________

10.

North America’s major mountain range extends more than 3000 miles from the
southwestern U.S. through Canada’s provinces of Alberta and British Columbia and into
the Yukon Territory. Name this mountain range.
_______________________________________________

11.

Canada’s westernmost province, British Columbia, borders what ocean?
____________________________________

12.

Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Prince Edward Island, on Canada’s east coast are known
as the Maritime Provinces. What ocean borders these provinces?
_______________________________________________________________
41

42

Mexico
The answers to the questions on this page can
be found on the Mexico Reference Map.
1.

Mexico’s capital city was built by an ancient society called the Aztecs, more than 600
years ago. It is one of the largest cities in the world. What is the capital of Mexico?
___________________________________ Highlight it on the map.

2.

The name of the river that separate Mexico from the United States means “Big River” in
Spanish. Name the river ________________________________. Highlight this river on the map.

3.

What two countries border Mexico on the southeast? ___________________________ and
_________________________________

4.

Acapulco is home to Mexico’s famous cliff divers, who dive from heights of up to 150
feet. Acapulco is on Mexico’s West Coast, so which ocean do they dive into?
_________________________________________________________

5.

Every year many hurricanes come through the large body of water that borders Mexico
on the east. This body of water is called the _______________________ and is part of the
___________________________ Ocean.

6.

What is the name of the desert in northwestern Mexico?
_______________________________________________________________

7.

The long peninsula on the northwest coast of Mexico has a hot, dry climate. Cactus can
grow to 60 ft. tall or more! What is the name of this peninsula?
______________________________________________________________

8.

The peninsula in southeastern Mexico used to be a hide-out for pirates. Now it is a
popular vacation spot for people from all over the world. What is the name of the
peninsula? ________________________________________________
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Central America
First, highlight each capital city on the reference map.
Then use the map to answer these questions.
1.

The two northern-most countries in Central America are Guatemala and Belize. What North
American country borders them? _________________________

2.

The country furthest south and east in Central America is Panama. What South American
country borders Panama? _____________________________

3.

Most Central American countries have both an Atlantic and Pacific coast. The only one that
does not border the Pacific Ocean is also the only Central American country without a volcano.
Name this country, _________________ and its capital ________________.

4.

Panama is an isthmus (a narrow strip of land that separates two bodies of water.) Which two
oceans does Panama separate? _________________ and _______________ ___.

5.

The Caribbean Sea is part of the Atlantic Ocean. What is the only Central American country that
does not border the Caribbean Sea? ___________________________

6.

Before completion of the Panama Canal, ships sailing from New York to California had to sail
around Cape Horn at the southern tip of South America. Now it only takes 8 hours to cross the
51-mile long canal from the north side to the capital, ______________________ on the south side.
Highlight the Panama Canal on the Reference Map.

7.

The capital of Nicaragua is the only city in the world that has four crater lakes within city
limits. What is the name of that city? ___________________________________

8.

Which river separates Nicaragua from its northern neighbor, Honduras? _______________________
And which river separates Nicaragua from Costa Rica, to the South? ______________________________

9.

One Central American country has the proud distinction of having protected a larger
percentage of its land in national parks than any other country in the world. Its capital is San
Jose. Which country is it? ____________________________

10.

The highest elevation in Central America is the crater on the volcano Tajumulco, in the same
country as Lake Izabal. Which country is it in? __________________________

11.

The capital of El Salvador was built on a volcanic slope and has suffered from severe
earthquakes. It has been rebuilt frequently. Name this city. ______________________

12.

The capital of Guatemala was the city of Antigua until an earthquake destroyed it in 1773. The
capital was moved to its present location in 1776 and a new city was founded. Name the city
that is now the capital of Guatemala. ____________________________

13.

The capital city of Honduras is located on a chain of mountains. Name the capital city.
______________________________

14.

Central America was once the empire of the Mayan Indians. The Mayan nation existed for
nearly 3,000 years and stretched from southern Mexico into the four northwesternmost
countries of Central America. Name those four countries. ______________________, ___________________,
_____________________, and ________________________.
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The Caribbean
The answers to the questions on this page can
be found on the Caribbean American Reference Map.
Highlight each capital city on the map.
1.

There are many islands in the Caribbean Sea, and several different countries. The
Caribbean Sea is part of what ocean? ___________________________________

2.

The four largest islands of the Caribbean are called the Greater Antilles (AN till eez). Name
them: ____________________________, ___________________________, _______________________________ and
_______________________________. The smaller islands are called the Lesser Antilles.

3.

Jamaica is a Caribbean island country famous for reggae music. Name the capital city of
Jamaica. ____________________________________________________

4.

The largest country in the Caribbean is only 90 miles away from Key West, Florida. It is
home to an American military base at Guantanamo and its capital is Havana. Name the
country. ___________________________________

5.

Puerto Rico is a Caribbean island that is a territory of the United States, not an
independent country. With a population of about 4 million, Puerto Rico has more people
than 24 states and the District of Columbia, but it is not a state. Name the capital.
________________________________________

6.

The island of Hispaniola has two countries on it. The country that is farther west has two
official languages (French and Creole). Name the country _________________ and the capital
_____________________________________________________ Half of Haiti’s entire population lives in
Haiti’s capital, where the devastating earthquake hit in January 2010.

7.

The Dominican Republic (the larger of the two countries on the island of Hispaniola), is
home to the oldest university in the Western Hemisphere and the tomb of Christopher
Columbus. Its capital city is: _________________________________

8.

Of the Greater Antilles, which island is farthest East?
______________________________________

47

Words to Know
canyon

a deep valley with steep walls (also see gorge)

cape

a point of land jutting into the sea

census

a count of everyone living in a country

continent

a very large area of land usually surrounded by water and usually
containing many countries

continental divide

a line of higher land that divides two watersheds, so the water falling
on one side flows into one ocean, and water falling on the other side
flows to another ocean

equator

an imaginary line around the middle of the earth, dividing the two
halves

gorge

a deep valley with steep walls (also see canyon)

mouth

where a river opens to a large body of water

ocean

a very large body of water

panhandle

a narrow part of a state that looks like it could be grasped by a hand

peninsula

land almost entirely surrounded by water

sea level

the level of the surface of the ocean

source

the beginning (of a body of water)
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